
Music

GCSE Music – Set Work 6 – Star Wars
A: Film Music
• Before soundtracks were invented,  films relied on music played live in 

the cinema. The music was normally pieces of existing music that would 
work with the film.

• The first film with a soundtrack was The Jazz Singer in 1927. 
• Even after this, film directors still used exisiting pieces of music in their 

films rather than using a film composer. 
• Broadway musicals were often turned into films (West Side Story 1961)
• Most films started with an opening title. 
• Music was also needed for parts of the film where there was no dialogue 

e.g. Car chases
• Composers were criticised for following the music a little too closely –

this was known as ‘Mickey Mousing’ -
• Composers created leitmotifs that linked to the character.
• Films with a bigger budget usually use a full orchestra where as some 

films with a smaller budget will use sampled sounds. 

B: John Williams
• John Williams was born in New York and relocated to Los 

Angeles when he was 16. 
• He studied classical composition at the University of California 

before returning back to New York to study piano at Julliard 
School of Music. 

• He originally started to write music for television in the 
1960’s. 

• His first major film was The Starlight Express (1974), his first 
partnership with Steven Spielberg.

• Jaws (1975) was his first Oscar. He has 5 Oscars, 7 British 
Academy Awards, 22 Grammys and 4 Golden Globes. 

• Some of his other works include: E.T., Star Wars, the first 3 
Harry Potter films, Indiana Jones, Home Alone and Jurassic 
Park. 
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