
Music

Set Work 5 
A: History of Musicals. 
• Musicals were designed for the entertainment of mass 

audiences. 
• The musical started in the amphitheatres of Ancient 

Greece, where stories were acted and sung. Musicals as 
we now know them first began in America. 

• The first Broadway musical was Show Boat (1927), 
written by Jerome Kern. 

• Composers to know in this genre: Rogers and 
Hammerstein, Leonard Bernstein, Stephen Sondheim, 
Andrew Lloyd Webber. 

• Jukebox musicals are musicals based on rock or pop 
music e.g. We Will Rock You.

C: DR SMITTTH

B: Stephen Schwartz and Wicked. 
• Stephen Schwartz was born in New York and studied composition 

and piano at the Julliard School of Music whilst at school. He 
then studied Drama at University. 

• He has worked on the music for Disney films such as Pocohontas, 
The Hunchback of Notre Dame and Enchanted. 

• Wicked (2003) is based of the film ‘The Wizard of Oz’ and the 
book ‘Wicked’ by Gregory Maguire. 

• It tells the story of two woman who are initially arch-enemies –
Elphaba (The Wicked Witch of the West) and Glinda (The Good 
Witch)

• Defying Gravity end the first act of the musical. The song title 
Defying Gravity refers to Elphaba’s vow not to give in and accept 
the rules and limitations placed upon her. 


