Why was William angry about Harold

Godwinson being crowned King?

» William of Normandy expected the throne to pass to him, not Harold
Godwinson.

» William claimed he was promised the throne by Edward in 1051 during a
dispute with the Godwin family.

» William also said that Harold had sworn a sacred (before God) oath of
allegiance (loyalty) and so should NOT have taken the throne over him.

» Harold had sworn an oath at Rouen in the Presence of Norman Nobles.

» Harold did not deny making the oath but he said that he only swore loyalty

to William personally (not as a potential King of England).

» He argued that he had been forced to swear the oath because he had been

ship wrecked and landed in Normandy and was held prisoner and being
threatened by William.

William's invasion preparations

French support

William had conquered
the French province of
Maine in 1063 and had
2 good relationship
with the previcus
French king, Henry.
Henry's son was 14 In
1086 50 was too young
to present a threat o
Nommandy, There was
civil war in Anjou, and
William was the most
powerful man in north-
west Europe as he

had the most support.
William had a secure
base arcund Normandy
a he had extended
his area of authority
ovar nelghbouring
provinces, and even as
far away as Siclly, before
Imvading England.
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Wllllam s preparation for invasion

a What do | need to know:

When King Edward the Confessor died on 5t January 1066, Harold Godwinson
was crowned King of England the very next day. However the Duke of Normandy
expected the throne to pass to him.

> William’s preparations for the
invasion

> The strengths of his invasion plan

» Where he landed.
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The ships and men were gathered |
together for # long perlod, but William
ensured that they were well fed so
they did not suffer, He also moved
his fleet from the mouth of the River
Dives to the mouth of the River

Somme at Valery, halving the joumey
to England to around 33km (20 miles).
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: Wnlllam sentl. anfranc aleadmg memberof he
Norman church, o Rome, where he persuaded the
Pope thatthe Englsh Church needed reoming and
Wil was the man todo t Thisled tothe Pope
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Military preparations: the fleet

Willam i not hve vy o e bt afarge number offa-ttomed bt h
coul ransport orss Weapons wereproducedand it pack castes e made, 0
that whenthe Normans andec, they could put up the emporry castesvry quickl.
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Military preparations;

the army

Once Willam had the Papal
Banner he recrited men
from all over rance -from
Aquitang,Fanders,Central
France, Maine and Brttany
i also Sicly, Many men
Joned because they wanted
to be part of a Holy War, but
recuits Were also romised
land and riches, Eventually
around 8000 men were ready
to crossthe English Channel,

also javelin, sword,

Papal Banner

How prepared were the Normans?

Gonfanon - a battle Shield - kite shaped. Elite skills - years of

pennant used for to protect left side training to fight on
signalling 3 and leg horseback, special
manoeuvres [} manoeuvres
Weapons - lance,
P Saddle,

B stirrups, spurs
—the knights
. saddles held
them tightly in
Horse - specially bred to be place on their
strong enough to carry an horse so they
armoured knight and trained conill e ek
for battle. William had to bring Armour - chain mail, arms freely

his war horses (destriers)
across the Channel.

conical helmet with
nose piece
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Landing in England!

The wind had been blowing the wrong direction at the River Dives and this led to the relocation of the Norman
fleet. William eventually landed at Pevensey on 28t September 1066. During the summer months Harold had
waited in the south with an army but when William didn’t come, many of the English soldiers were allowed to
return home. Harold himself had travelled North to face Harada. On arrival William’s troops immediately stating
building wooden castles structures and could defend their landing spot.




