
MusicGCSE Music – Set Work 1 – Brandenburg Concerto 
No. 5 in D Major – 3rd Movement

A: History of Composer
• J.S. Bach was born in Germany.
• He came from a family of professional musicians and was the 

youngest of 8 children.
• Both of his parents had died by the time he was 10 and so he was 

brought up by an elder brother.
• He became a choirboy at the age of 15.
• He became church organist and choirmaster in 1703 and 1707.
• In 1717, he was appointed Kapellmeister (choirmaster) at the court 

of Prince Leopold in Cothen and it was at this time that the 
Brandenburg Concertos were written.

C: DR SMITTTH

B: Characteristics of Baroque.
Bach wrote during the Baroque period of music. Although there is not 
a technical start and end date – it is approximately 1600-1750.

• Key features of the Baroque period 
• Terraced dynamics (two stages – loud and soft)
• Baroque orchestra – mainly strings with SOME woodwind and 

brass (depending on the availability) 
• Use of Harpsichord (Basso continuo)
• Use of sequences, pedals and suspensions
• Use of ornaments


