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I am delighted to be able to introduce you to 
Nottingham Free School and the tremendous 
opportunity this will offer for your child.

Nottingham Free School opened as a direct result of 
overwhelming parental demand for a new secondary 
school in the Sherwood, Carrington, Mapperley Park, 
Woodthorpe and Mapperley areas. 

We offer a traditional academic curriculum delivered 
by high quality teachers.

Our compulsory extended school day on four days a 
week offers the unique opportunity of an extensive 
extra-curricular programme alongside additional 
academic study support.

Our school motto, ‘Work Hard, Be Kind’, reflects the 
attitudes we model to students and the attributes we 
develop in young people through our high standards 
of education and care.

Jenny Brown
Head of School

Welcome
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Nottingham Free School is an 11–18 
secondary school which opened in 
2014 and serves a catchment area 
within the  Sherwood, Carrington, 
Mapperley Park, Woodthorpe and 
Mapperley communities.



Nottingham Free School has a very clear and distinctive ethos. 
Our culture is highly aspirant, centred on our passionate belief 
that every child can succeed. 

We encourage staff to be creative, independent and ambitious. 
We expect them to challenge and inspire our students, providing 
high quality learning experiences that motivate students to be the 
very best they can.  High standards and academic rigour underpin 
our daily work.

We develop commitment, independence and courtesy from all of 
our students.  We expect the very highest standards and in return 
we value and respect student ideas and opinions.  

We explicitly promote leadership skills and offer a range of 
opportunities for students to take an active role in developing 
their school. 

Our extended school day enables us to offer a wide-ranging 
enrichment programme and opportunities to promote 
independent learning.  Students are expected to learn beyond the 
classroom and to develop the skills and attributes they need to 
compete with the very best in the country.

Celebrating our diverse community is a thread that runs through 
all aspects of our school life.

Ethos
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Student achievement is at the heart of everything 
we do.  We believe that academic and examination 
success provides the foundation that allows students 
to make the most of their lives and associated 
opportunities. 

Exciting, engaging and inspiring lessons encourage 
achievement and we will constantly strive to provide 
your child with the very best educational experiences. 

Should your child require additional support, a range 
of services are available to ensure every student’s 
success, whatever their individual educational needs.

Our compulsory study support sessions enable 
students to complete homework and revision tasks 
in a supervised environment.  This supports their 
development as independent and conscientious 
learners.

Our track record as a group demonstrates our ability 
to deliver high levels of achievement in a variety of 
contexts.  Toot Hill School achieved record results 
in 2014 with 84% of all students in Year 11 gained 
five or more GCSE grades A*–C including English and 
mathematics (new measure).  Meden School has been 
transformed from a school in Special Measures to 
achieving an Ofsted ‘Good’ rating in May 2014.

Achievement
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Our curriculum follows National Curriculum guidelines 
and provides a broad and balanced learning experience 
for all students.

In Years 7 and 8, students study all National Curriculum 
subjects.  For the majority of subjects, students are 
taught in ability groups, ensuring that every child is 
taught at a level that matches their ability.

During Years 9, 10 and 11, the majority of students 
study the English Baccalaureate core subjects of English, 
mathematics, science, a modern foreign language and a 
humanities subject.

A wide range of option subjects including drama, art, 
computer science, technology and sports supplement 
the core curriculum.  We expect all our students to 
achieve at least 8 passes at grades A*–C (or future 
equivalents) including the English Baccalaureate 
subjects.

Nottingham Free School will deliver educational 
provision at Key Stage 5 that is  primarily focusing on A 
Level courses (or future equivalents).

Curriculum
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Extra curricular activities are an essential part of a balanced 
and exciting education.  We offer students an extensive range of 
opportunities built into the extended school day.  From 3.30pm until 
4.45pm an extended curriculum is provided for all students.

Each student has the freedom to develop his or her interests and 
skills through the highest quality provision, provided without 
additional cost.  We offer an extensive programme which provides 
creative, sporting, social and academic opportunities throughout the 
school year.

We provide a rich and varied range of creative activities above and 
beyond the curriculum provision.  Drama, music, art and creative 
writing are complimented with the opportunity to study formal 
LAMDA qualifications.

We offer both team and individual sports coaching and competition, 
and provide the opportunity to compete against other schools 
in regular sporting fixtures.  Links with local sporting facilities 
complement our provision in school.

We ensure that students have a wider range of social experiences 
through links with other Torch Academy schools and the wider 
community, both locally and nationally.

We deliver a comprehensive range of additional educational 
activities, which supports classroom learning and provides 
wider intellectual and academic growth.  This includes links with 
universities, external providers and educational trips.

 Extra Curricular
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High quality, student-centred pastoral care is an essential element 
in the success and happiness of every student.  At the core of this 
provision is a year system led by a Head of Year and supported by 
tutors.

At Nottingham Free School, your child’s tutor will play a key role in 
ensuring their continuing happiness, well-being and academic success.  
Tutors serve as the first point of contact between school and home. 

You will also receive regular updates on your child’s progress through 
termly reports, online data, parent consultation days
and a parents’ evening.

As your child progresses through Nottingham Free School, 
their attainment and well-being will be closely monitored, 
ensuring that students are recognised and rewarded 
when they succeed and supported when things are more 
challenging.

Nottingham Free School is fully committed to creating 
a caring school community and the health, happiness 
and well-being of every student underpins our overall 
educational ethos and philosophy.

 Pastoral
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Transition 
Arrangements

Choosing the right secondary school for your child is a 
very important decision.  We offer regular open evenings 
in Year 5 and 6, allowing you to meet our staff and ask any 
questions you might have to help you make the correct 
choice.

Applications for a place at Nottingham Free School need 
to be made through the Local Authority co-ordinated 
scheme.  Please see our website for our admission 
arrangements including our over-subscription criteria.

We understand that the transition from primary school 
to secondary school can be a daunting prospect for both 
pupils and parents.  Once you have chosen Nottingham 
Free School, we will provide a comprehensive 
programme of events throughout the summer term 
allowing your child to meet their peers, engage with staff 
and begin to make lasting friendships.

Step One:  Autumn Term, Year 6

Pupils and parents will be invited to an open evening to 
discuss the school and address any questions you may 
have.

Step Two:  Autumn Term, Year 6

Applications must be submitted to the Local Authority 
by the 31st of October and you will receive the 
outcome on National Offer Day in early March.

Step Three:  Spring/Summer Term, Year 6

We will run a programme of  taster events designed to 
help support students as they make the transition from 
primary to secondary.

Step Four:  Summer Term, Year 6

Year 6 students will meet with their classmates for a 
‘Taster Day’ to allow them to familiarise themselves 
with the school.  Students with Special Educational 
Needs may be invited for additional visits.  Our ‘Meet 
Your Tutor’ evening allows parents and students to 
meet key staff and receive important information about 
school procedures.
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Nottingham Free School
The Courtaulds Building
290 Haydn Road
Nottingham
NG5 1EB

Telephone:  0115 896 4949
E-mail:  contact@nottinghamfreeschool.co.uk
Website:  www.nottinghamfreeschool.co.uk

Head of School:
Jenny Brown B.Sc. (Hons) P.G.C.E. N.P.Q.H.

Executive Head Teacher:
John Tomasevic B.A. (Hons) Econ. M.Ed. N.P.Q.H. N.L.E.
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